
Back to school guide for children of Key Workers  

We are very excited to be welcoming your child back to school; we have missed you!  We hope 
that this guide will help to prepare you and your child for their return to school,  however if 
you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school office. 

Q: When will my child return to school? 

The office staff will have confirmed a start date with you when you requested a key worker 
place.  If you have any questions, or need to confirm this date, please contact the school     
office on 01733 246821. 

 

Q: What should I do before I bring my child to school? 

Please use this handy checklist to prepare your child for school every morning. 

 Check that your child, and any members of your household, do not 
have any of the symptoms of coronavirus.  These are; 

  - a high temperature, or  

  - a new, continuous cough, or  

  - loss or change to your sense of smell or taste.   

 If your child, or any members of your household, have any of these symptoms, please   
 follow the guidance to self-isolate and arrange for a coronavirus test.  You can do this by 
 contacting NHS 111 or by booking a test online.  Everybody, irrespective of age, is now 
 entitled to a test. 

 If your child will be absent from school, please inform the absence line - 01733 246821 - 
in the usual way.  If they have coronavirus symptoms, or have tested positive for        
coronavirus, it is imperative that you inform us as soon as possible in order for us to 
support the government’s ‘Test and Trace’ initiative. 

 During the summer term, we are relaxing our school uniform guidance as we would like to 
ensure that children are wearing clean clothes every day.  For this period, children can 
wear a   relaxed summer uniform of a t-shirt and shorts, trousers or skirt, or a plain    
summer dress, and trainers rather than school shoes.  Your child 
does not need to wear full school uniform, and you do not need to 
buy new school uniform items, if they have grown out of their   
existing       uniform.  It is important, for infection control, that 
children wear clean clothes every day and they change out of their 
clothes once they get home, so that these can be washed as soon 
as possible. 

 Children do not need to bring their PE kit or book bag to school.  They will just need a 
small bag with a clearly named water bottle, their own sun cream and a sun hat.  You can 
also provide your child with hand cream, if they are likely to get very sore hands after 
hand washing and hand sanitising. 

 Your child may want to bring a healthy snack for their morning breaktime, although we 
will also provide snacks at school.  Please do not send them with 
any products containing nuts! 

 

 



Q: What will happen when my child arrives at school? 

We are staggering the drop off arrangements at school to ensure the safety of our school    
community.  The morning routine will seem different to usual, but we have introduced some 
measures to ensure the safety of everybody. 

 Your child should arrive at school between 8.30am and 8.55am.  If 
an adult accompanies your child to school, please could we ask that 
only one adult comes to school wherever possible, and that if it is 
safe to do so, other children remain at home to limit the numbers 
of people on site?   

 Your child should come to the front of school where you will notice 
that we have set up a queueing system to the right of the building, 
along the wall to the library - please use the markings to wait in the 
queue, at a distance of 2 metres from other parents and children. 

 We are closing the primary phase car park to allow additional space 
at the front of school for parents or children to walk through the site or wait if there is no 
space in the queue; please consider other parents and children and remain 2 metres apart 
whilst on the school site. 

 If you drive to school, please use the leisure centre car park.  The primary phase car park 
will not be open for cars. 

 Your child will have been allocated to one of the Key 
Worker Bubbles; these are the new smaller groups of 
children in school.  You will be informed which Bubble 
your child is in and which teacher they are with.  All  
children should arrive at the front door, where they will 
then come into school through the main office and go 
along the corridor to their Bubble classrooms.  Adults will 
be at the front of school to meet and greet your child 
and help direct them to the correct  classroom.   

 At this time, it will not be possible to invite parents into 
the classrooms, so if you do accompany your child to 
school, please give your child their goodbye kiss and hug 
at the front door and then wave as they go into school.  

 Please do not worry about the ‘drop off’                  
arrangements, as there will be staff available to point 
you in the right direction.  For everybody’s safety, 
please adhere to the social distance of 2 metres when 
talking to staff at school.  We know this will feel 
strange, but we really want to keep  everybody safe in 
these worrying times. 

 

Q: Can my child walk to school as a ‘Free Walker’? 

Yes!  If your child used to be a ‘Free Walker’ and come to, or walk home from school            
independently they can continue to do so.  Please could we ask you to speak to your child    
before they return to school to remind them about social distancing when walking to or from 
school.  Children should be encouraged to walk to school at a distance of 2 metres from other 
children, and should be discouraged from walking in larger groups where social distancing may 
not be adhered to.  Please remind your child that this is for the safety of everybody within 
your household and at school.  
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Q: What is a ‘Bubble’ and who will be supporting my child? 

Your child will be placed into a smaller teaching group of up to 12 children, with at least two 
adults supporting them.  The adults who will be working with the Key Worker Bubbles are: 

 Miss Bosworth and Mrs Pauls 

 Miss Crabtree, Mrs Vacietis and Mr Debell 

 Miss Bhamani, Mrs Hall and Mrs Dunstan 

 

Before your child starts school, you will be informed which Bubble they are in.  We understand 
that some children will not be with their usual class teacher or teaching assistant, but we know 
that all of our staff in our Key Worker Bubbles will make your child feel happy and safe at 
school, and will welcome them into school when they  re-join us! 

 

Q: What will the classrooms look like? 

Our Key Worker Bubbles will be based in various classrooms around school.  These classrooms 
have been transformed to ensure that they are fun, engaging, vibrant places to be, whilst also       
adhering to the government guidance to make them as safe as possible for our children.   

Excess furniture and resources have been removed, 
and activities have been set up to encourage    
teaching and learning in as safe a way as possible.  
Some learning resources have been packed away as 
these are harder to clean after they have been 
used, but many resources remain and different    
activities will be introduced to ensure the children 
are engaged each and every day in school. 

Cleaning will take place throughout the day and we 
will be encouraging the children to socially distance 
themselves from each other by seating the children 
at separate tables.  Each child will have their own 
resources at their table including a pencil, rubber, 
ruler, whiteboard and pen, pencil crayons, glue, 
scissors and pencil sharpener.  This is to reduce the 
sharing of resources for infection control purposes. 

Q: Will the children be kept 2 metres apart from each other at all times? 

We cannot guarantee stringent social distancing in our primary-aged children, however we will 
be teaching them about social distancing and encouraging them not to be in close contact with 
other children during the day.  Other measures we will be taking to keep everybody safe      
include: 

 Regular handwashing and hand sanitising - on arrival at school, during the day, before and 
after breaktimes and lunch, before hometime. 

 Encouraging the children to use tissues and bin them when they have coughed or sneezed. 

 Spacing furniture out to encourage social distancing and asking children to work at their 
allocated table. 

 Cleaning throughout the day including a ‘deep clean’ at the end of each day.   
 

Q: What will the children be learning at school? 

The foci for this half term will be mainly around the personal, social and emotional              
development of our children, as well as accessing resources from BBC Bitesize, OAK National 
Academy and White Rose Maths.  The children will also be accessing topic-based resources and 
some time outdoors each day, weather permitting.  
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Q: Will the children still play and learn outside? 

Yes!  Outside is thought to be much safer, so we will be taking the children outside during the day.  Key 
Worker children will use the school field, or part of the playground, to play and learn outside.   

 

Q: Will the children be able to play and learn with children and staff from other Bubbles? 

No, sadly not!  In order to limit the spread of coronavirus, the Bubbles will be taught and play together 
away from other Bubbles.  This will seem strange for our children - and our staff - as they are all       
sociable people, but we have taken this decision in line with government and Public Health guidance in 
order to protect everybody!   

 

Q: My child’s friends are in another Bubble.  Can they swap Bubbles? 

No, sadly not!  In order to limit the spread of coronavirus, the Bubbles will be remain the same for at 
least the duration of the summer term.  They may not be with their closest friends, but they will be 
with other year 6 children and we will encourage them to form new friendships! 

 

Q: What will happen at lunchtime? 

The children will all have staggered lunchtimes in school, and this may 
start later than usual.  We will still be serving a choice of meals, and the 
children can choose a hot meal or sandwiches at registration in the 
morning.  Alternatively, children can bring a packed lunch to school if 
they wish to.  On Fridays, a ‘takeaway’ option will be served in the   
classrooms. 

Children will wash their hands before lunchtime, and will then be taken 
to the hall by their Bubble staff.  Once they arrive in the hall, they will 
sit at separate  tables and staff will bring their lunch trays to them.   

 

Q: What time will my child finish school and where do I collect them? 

Our Key Worker children will finish school at 3.25pm and will be dismissed from 3.25pm onwards from 
the front of school.  Please remember to keep a social distance of 2 metres from other parents and 
their children at collection time. 

On a Friday, our Key Worker children will finish at 1.30pm, in order for us to give the classrooms a  
thorough clean and to give teachers their allocated planning, preparation and assessment time.  

We appreciate that a shorter day may be difficult for parents, but staggering our start and finish times 
will limit the number of people on site at the beginning and end of the day.  We would ask parents to 
support us with these new timings, including speaking to employers about these temporary               
arrangements, however if the timings really do prove difficult please contact the school office and we 
will get back to you.    

 

Back to school guide for children of Key Workers  



Q: What will happen if a child develops symptoms of coronavirus at school? 

If a child develops symptoms of coronavirus at school, we will take the following steps, and 
would ask our parents to support us with these steps. 

1) The child would be removed from their Bubble and isolated within an office space in 
school.  A member of staff will remain with the child and supervise them at all times, 
whilst adhering strictly to social distancing.  The adult may also wear PPE for their own 
protection. 

2) We will contact the child’s parents and ask them to collect their child immediately from 
school. 

3) We will be advising the child’s parents to book a coronavirus test as soon as possible for 
the child, and possibly their family members. 

4) The child must then be isolated at home for at least 7 days and family members within 
the household must isolate for 14 days. 

 

If the child is tested for coronavirus and the test result is positive, then they must isolate for 
14 days at home, with other members of their household also isolating for 14 days.  We will  
inform the other parents of children within the child’s Bubble that a positive case of          
coronavirus has been confirmed in school, and close this Bubble to ensure the classroom can be 
deep-cleaned and the children and staff within this Bubble can self-isolate for 14 days. 

 

If the child is tested for coronavirus and the test result is negative, we will advise you of when 
it is safe for your child to return to school. 

 

Q: What should I do if I need to speak to my child’s usual class teacher or Bubble teacher? 

In order to adhere to stringent social distancing between adults, please can we ask that, where 
possible, you contact the school by phoning the school office on 01733 246821 or by emailing 
the school office using the primary@hamptoncollege.org.uk email address.   

For everybody’s safety, we will be limiting face-to-face contact during the remaining 
weeks in school before the summer holidays.  The school office is still open, and a         
protective screen is in place; however we would ask that where possible contact is made via 
phone or email.   

 

Q: What should I do if I have any questions, not contained in this booklet? 

If you have any remaining questions, please contact the school by phoning 01733 246821 or by 
emailing the school office using the primary@hamptoncollege.org.uk email address.   

Please be patient as our office staff may receive a number of calls and may not have all of the 
answers to your questions immediately.  These are unprecedented times, that none of us have 
ever experienced before, and it is a time for us to work together to support each other as 
much as possible.   

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this information and 
we look forward to seeing you soon! 
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