
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19 January 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Re: Current situation regarding coronavirus in school 
 
Unfortunately, since writing to you on Monday, we have seen a further spread of positive Covid-19 cases 
across the school, resulting in clusters of confirmed cases in most year groups.  Mrs Stuffins and I had a 
telephone conversation with the Local Authority Public Health Team yesterday afternoon.  As a result of 
this conversation, we have taken a range of steps to minimise the spread of Covid-19 as much as 
possible.  
 
The following steps were initiated today and will be in place until at least Monday 24th January, when 
they will be reviewed: 
 

• Sensory circuits, attended by many children each morning, has been paused to minimise the 
mixing of children from different year groups.  Some children with special educational needs 
will continue to access a ‘mini circuit’ with one of their teaching assistants during the day. 

• Breaktimes have been staggered to reduce the number of children mixing at breaktime.  The 
current breaktimes are: 

- Years 1 and 2 = 10.10am – 10.25am 
- Years 3 and 4 = 10.30am – 10.45am 
- Years 5 and 6 = 10.50am – 11.05am  

• Lunchtimes have also been staggered to reduce the number of children mixing outside and in 
the hall.  Children in our reception classes will eat their lunch in a classroom adjoining the 
reception unit.  The staggered lunchtimes are: 

- Reception = 12.10pm – 1.10pm 
- Years 1 and 2 = 11.15am – 12.15pm 
- Years 3 and 4 = 11.55am – 12.55pm 
- Years 5 and 6 = 12.35pm – 1.35pm 

• Children in KS1 will have an additional afternoon breaktime (1.45pm – 2.00pm) as their 
afternoon session has been extended due to having an earlier lunchtime. 

• All lunchtime and after school clubs run by school staff, or after school clubs run by YDP, have 
been paused until the week beginning 31st January 2022.  Vivacity’s breakfast and after school 
clubs will continue as normal. 

• Music and MFL lessons, taught by our secondary colleagues, have been paused until the week 
beginning 31st January 2022, in order to minimise staff moving between our primary and 
secondary phases.    

 
If a child or member of staff tests positive for Covid-19, they will be asked not to attend the school for 

at least 5 full days from the day after their symptoms appeared or, if asymptomatic, the date that the 

PCR or LFD test was taken. Positive cases can take LFD tests on days 5 and day 6, and if both tests are 

negative, they can leave self-isolation provided they do not have a raised temperature. If cases decide 

not to carry out LFD testing, they should continue with their self-isolation for the full 10 days. 

If your child is advised to take a test, we would strongly encourage that they do so as this will help 
prevent further transmission. A PCR test can be booked by visiting https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-
coronavirus-test or by phoning 119.  
 

https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test
https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test


 

Should your child develop symptoms (high temperature, a new continuous cough or a loss or change to 
their sense of smell or taste), please follow the stay at home guidance and let us know as soon as 
possible in order that we can limit the spread of coronavirus. 
 
Once again, I would like to offer some reassurance to our parents and families.  For some members of 
our school community, the recent rise in cases we are experiencing will undoubtedly cause anxiety and 
concern, however I would like to reassure you that the majority of the recent cases are either 
asymptomatic or are experiencing mild to moderate cold/flu like symptoms.  As a school, we will do our 
utmost to continue face-to-face education for our children whilst we are able to maintain an acceptable 
level of staffing across our year groups.  Despite the rise in cases this week there is still a happy and 
positive atmosphere in school and our staff and children are making me feel very PROUD with their 
resilience and optimism. 
  
Thank you once again for all your support in working together to keep our school safe. 
  
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr P Jones 
Head of School (Primary Phase) 


