
 

 
 
 
 
8 November 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
In June of this year, Year 4 will be undergoing a statutory multiplication check for all of their 
times tables up to 12 times table. This is a new assessment introduced for Year 4 pupils 
nationwide.  The purpose of the check is to determine whether pupils can fluently recall their 
times tables up to 12 x 12, which is essential for future success in mathematics. It will also help 
to identify pupils who may need additional support.  
 
What is the MTC? 
The MTC (multiplication tables check) is an on-screen check consisting of 25 times tables 
questions. Your child will answer 3 practice questions before moving on to the official check, 
and will then have 6 seconds to answer each question. On average, the check should take no 
longer than 5 minutes to complete. MTC has been extensively trialled and tested during its 
development. In March 2018, the check ran a trial with over 1000 pupils to establish an 
appropriate time limit for year 4 pupils to demonstrate fluent recall and give them the time to 
input their answers. During the national voluntary pilot in June 2019, just under 400,000 children 
successfully sat the check with the 6-second time limit. 
 
What if my child cannot access the check?  
There are a number of accessibility features available in MTC to assist children with special 
educational needs and disabilities. These were developed with schools and pupils to ensure they 
do not disadvantage children who require additional support. Schools will be able to try these 
out with your child to ensure they are appropriate, prior to the check window in June. However, 
there are some circumstances in which it may not be appropriate for a pupil to take the check. 
If you have any concerns about your child being able to access the MTC, you should talk to your 
child’s teacher. 
 
Do I need to do anything to prepare my child for the check? 
Our teachers only ask for you to continue supporting your child’s times table learning at home 
by practising their TT Rockstars (log ins can be found in reading journals). In terms of preparing 
pupils for the on-screen nature of the MTC, TT Rockstars has a specific game you can play, called 
Soundcheck, which is the same set up as the check itself. 
 
If you have any further questions, please do ask your child’s class teacher in regards to any 
information about the upcoming check. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support 
 
 
 
Year 4 Team 
 
 


